Remote RSS Feeds Block

The Remote RSS (Rich Site Summary) feeds block enables the addition of dynamic content to the
course from external websites. This block displays feeds from other websites such as news headlines,
blogs or podcasts, and when the information on the source site changes, the block updates as well, to
show the latest information. One or more RSS feed(s) can be added to a course. The Remote RSS
feeds block is an effective way to refresh course content regularly, while at the same time bring in
relevant content. By default, 15 comments are displayed in this block. Instructors can delete
comments. The person who posted the comment can also remove his or her own comment.

Exemplar

An example of a Remote RSS feeds block is found in the Stage 2/3 Exemplar course. It displays CBC
News Headlines.

Finding RSS feeds for a course

RSS feeds can be found by using an online search engine such as Google and including "RSS" in the
keyword search terms. RSS feeds can also be located by browsing the websites of major media outlets,
e.g. CBC, and looking for their RSS feeds. Many social media sites also provide RSS feeds, e.g. blogs and
podcasts, and many of these are designed for ESL/EFL audiences. Here are a few web pages with RSS
feeds that may be of use to LINC programs:

e CBCRSS feeds

o Settlement.org RSS Feeds

e Voice of America Learning English RSS Feeds

You will need the URL for the RSS Feed you want. The page content may look incomprehensible.

Adding a Remote RSS Feeds block to a course

1. Onyour course, click the Turn editing on button. Turn editing on

2. At the bottom of the Navigation drawer, click on the Add a block link. E3 Add a block

3. Onthe pop up, click Remote RSS feeds link.
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https://avenue.ca/classroom/course/view.php?id=92
http://www.cbc.ca/rss/
https://settlement.org/outreach/rss/
https://learningenglish.voanews.com/rssfeeds

VCNUQR ‘ LearnIT2teach

The new Remote news feeds block appears at the bottom of the right column.

Remotenewsfeed < & -

Configuring the Remote RSS Feeds block

1. Click on the Actions menu icon in the new block. -

2. Choose the Configure Remote news feed block option.

Remote news feed $ o -

o ] Configure Remote news feed block

R

Hide Remote news feed block
Permissions

Check permissions

m» N

Delete Remote news feed block

The Configuring a Remote news feed block page appears.

3. Inthe Block settings page, adjust the Display each link's description? and the Max number
entries to show per block settings as needed.

¥ Block settings

If set to Yes, the block will
display bath the article title
and a description of each.

Max number entries to show per block. e Ethe MR B alicles
3 displayed.

~

Display each link's description? No &

Choose the feeds which you would like CBC Technology News )
to make available in this block: ESL Podcast g‘gg?;gége

Settlement.org

4. Click the Add/edit feeds link. Add/edit feeds

The Manage all my feeds page is displayed. All available RSS feeds will be listed here. If no feeds
are added yet, the page will show Nothing to display.
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5. Click the Add a new feed button to add an RSS feed.

The Add a new feed page appears.

6. Enter the URL of the news feed in the text box next to Feed URL. The other settings can be left
blank.

Add a new feed
Enter the RSS feed

~ Feed URL here

Feed URL

This field can be left |
Custom title (leave blank to use title empty.
supplied by feed):
Add a new feed Cancel

7. Note: Feed web site addresses usually end in “.xml“ or “.rss“, rather than “.ca“, “.com”, etc.
The feed has been added to the Manage all my feeds page.

Feed name I Feed URL Delete Feed l Actions menu
ESL Podcast o]
[ ]

http://feeds.feedburner.com lishAsASecondlanguagePodcast
A podcast for those wanting to learn or improve their English - great for
any ESL or EFL learner. Visit us at http://www.eslpod.com.

Show more...

8. Click the Add a new feed button to add an RSS feed.

Feed
description

9. Return to the Remote RSS feeds block by clicking the course breadcrumb link to return to the
course home page.
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10. Click on the Actions menu of the Remote news feeds block.

11. Choose the option Configure Remote Choose the feeds which —— z
news feeds block. you would like to make CBC Technology News
available in this block: ESL Podcast

Settlement.org

The Configuring a Remote news feed
block page appears. Add/edit feeds

Title:

12. Select a feed in the Choose the feeds
which you would like to make available in this block text box.

13. Click the Save changes button.

The course home page is displayed. Locate the Remote RSS feeds block. The RSS feed is
displayed, showing the name of the selected RSS source site as the title, with its updated
content below.

CBC Technology News

Pr 1y

@@ cbc.ca

This ancient ‘worm’ may be forerunner to most

animals — including us

Canada-U.S. Atlantic ocean science mission
scrubbed due to COVID-19

Moose breaks into Sask. care home, leaves a

mess and flees

U of O lab putting 3D printers to use in fight
against COVID-19

California utility to plead guilty to 84 counts of

involuntary manslaughter in 2018 wildfires

Source site...
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Video Resource

Using the RSS Feed block
https://youtu.be/LMIGCQSrUv4

Resources

Moodle Documents: Remote RSS feeds block
<https://docs.moodle.org/39/en/Remote_RSS feeds_block>

Moodle Documents: Blocks FAQ
<https://docs.moodle.org/39/en/Blocks_FAQ>
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