
 

Adding a NanoGong Voice Activity 
 
NanoGong is a module that students can use to record, play back and save their speaking 
samples. When a recording is played back, it can be sped up or slowed down. The recording can 
be saved to a local computer in .WAV format. 

Using the NanoGong Voice Activity to support blended learning 
One of the strengths of the NanoGong module is that it can be used to provide individualized 
feedback to students. A NanoGong voice activity could be a good follow up activity to an in-class 
pronunciation lesson. 

If you are adding a NanoGong voice activity to your course, please share how you will use it to 
complement a face-to-face lesson in the Moodle Activities for Blended Learning Wiki. 

 

Step-by-Step Instructions for Adding a NanoGong Voice Activity 
Important note: Since our upgrade to Moodle 3.1, some of the following screenshots may 
appear slightly different in your course, but the principles remain the same. 

1. Click the Turn editing on button on your course home page. 
2. Click the Add an activity or resource link in the topic where you want to add this activity.   

The Add an activity or resource window appears. 
3. Select NanoGong voice activity in the left panel under ACTIVITIES. 
4. Click the Add button. 

 
The Adding a new NanoGong voice activity page appears. 
 
The General section is used to update general information about the activity. 



 

 
 

5. Type a descriptive name in the Name of this NanoGong voice activity text box. 
6. Click the Show editing tools tab in the Description text box to display the Text editor 

toolbar if needed. 
7. Type detailed instructions for the speaking task in the Description text box. These are the 

instructions for students. (It is recommended the instructions indicate the maximum length 
of the recording.) 

8. To display the instructions on the course home page, select Display description on course 
page. (To keep the page less cluttered this is not recommended.) 

9. Use the Available from/Due date settings to specify the available/due date of 
the NanoGong voice activity. (The Show/Hide function is another option to restrict student 
access to the activity.) 

10. The Maximum grade setting can be used to set the maximum grade for 
the NanoGong voice activity. NanoGong voice activities are automatically added to the 
grade book. (If you don't want to grade student voice recording, change this setting to 0. 
The NanoGong voice activities in the LINC courseware have a default setting of 1, which 
teachers may use to indicate the activity is complete.) 

11. The Duration (secs) option sets the maximum duration of each recording. The default is 
300 seconds.  (This setting should be shortened to help students be more focused in their 
recordings. Teachers will appreciate concise recordings, especially when giving feedback 
to large groups of students. Include this information in the Description.) 

12. Teacher can use the Allowed recordings setting to specify how many recordings are 
accepted in this NanoGong voice activity. (0 means there is no limit to the number of 
recordings. Include this information in the Description as well.) 

13. The Prevent late submissions setting can be used to permit students to submit their 
recordings after the due date. This option is relevant only if the Due date setting is 
enabled. 

14. Teachers can allow students to listen to each others' submissions if Yes is selected in 
the Can students access the recordings of others? setting. 
 
The Common module settings section is common to many Moodle activities and 



resources. 
 

 
 

15. The Visible setting is used to Show/Hide the activity. This is identical to using 
the Show/Hide icons when the Turn editing on function is enabled on a course home page. 

16. The ID Number setting sets an ID number for advanced use of the grade book. (This is not 
used in the LINC courseware.) 

17. The Group mode setting enables the use of groups. (More information is available in 
the Groups documentation in the Stage 3 Course Management section.) 
 
Settings in the Restrict access section can be used to limit access to the activity. (More 
information is available in the Conditional Release documentation in the Stage 3 Course 
Management section.) 
 

 
 

18. Upon selecting the Add restriction... button a restrictions pop up appears. 
 
 

 



Settings in the Activity completion section are used to set completion tracking, a grading 
requirement and the expected completion date. (More information is available in the Completion 
Tracking documentation in the Stage 3 Course Management section.) 
 
 

19. Click the Save and return to course button to save/update the activity. 
 
The NanoGong activity link appears on the course main page. Use the Switch role to... 
student function in the Administration block to preview the activity. 

Deployment Tips 

• Keep the Duration (secs) setting as brief as possible and the maximum recording times 
as short as possible. 

• The Course Reset does not reset the NanoGong activities or remove 
the NanoGong student submissions. It may be necessary to manually delete the 
submission or by deleting and re-creating the activity. If doing the latter, consider copying 
and pasting the instructions from the old activity before deleting it. 

• There is a Java requirement. Refer students to the NanoGong test page or the Verify 
Java Version page to see if they need to upgrade their current version of Java. 

• Refer to the Stage 2 Managing NanoGongs documentation for information about using 
this activity with your students. 

 

http://nanogong.ust.hk/try_javatest.html
http://www.java.com/en/download/installed.jsp
http://www.java.com/en/download/installed.jsp
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